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40 years of rapid growth....
1980 2000 2020 2023

Population (million) 981 1263 1402 1410

Urbanization (%) 19 36 61 66

GDP (billion US$) 191 1215 14.700 17.700

R&D expenditure
(% of GDP)

0,7 1 2,4 2,64

R&D personnel
(full time equivalents)

670.000 920.000 5.240.000 7.240.000

students in 
STEM programs

5.094.000 
(62%)

8.620.000
(41%)



3/2024 – 2/2025
„all“ „biological sciences“

Scientific publications





The lives of farmers are 
changing...

Satellite-controlled tea-picking 
robot in Zhejiang

Hydroponic “lettuce factory” in Jiangsu



1980 2000 2020 2024 Global share 
2024

Concrete production
million t

80 597 2395 1825 46 %

Steel production
million t

37 129 1064 1005 52 %

Motor vehicles
million units

0,2 2,1 25,2 30,2 33 %

5G Base stations
million units

- - 0,6 4,2 40 %

Solar panels
percent of global

1 70 82 82 %

Wind turbines
percent of global

10 - 20 58 65 65 %

Heat pumps
percent of global

35 45 45 %

H2 Elektrolysers
percent of global

- 10 55 55 %

China's share of world industrial production
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Sources: IEA, World Economic Forum and other



...the lives of the workers too

in 2015 “Workbench 
of the World”

In 2023: 
52 “Future factories” 
in Zhejiang Province 
alone



China dominates many industries, including chemicals

World chemical sales, 2002 (€1352 billion)



Digitalisation everywhere...

School children in Qinhuangdao use AR
(over 90 % of all schools completely  digitalized)

Drones surveying a high-voltage system in Guilin

A „digital twin“ of a river in Gansu for flood control



SDG-SAT1 satellite
The „belt and road“ vision



137 Städte

B&R weather forecast

B&R health services

B&R locust protection

B&R science cooperation (Addis Ababa)



Liaoning Province capital city Shenyang during the Nov. 8 2015 haze

January 2013: „The Great Beijing Smog“ Changchun

Dalian

Nanjing

PM2.5 > 500 µg/l



2023: a major driver for defossilized energy



Firmly based on „Socialism 
with Chinese characteristics“
~100 mllion Chinese are 
members of the CPC



Society Citizen

Socialist values  

prosperity

harmony

civilization

democracy

rule of law

Justice

equality

freedom

integer

engaged

patriotic

friendly

prosperity

Nation



www.window-to-china.de 

www.window-to-japan.eu 

China and Japan

• technology scouting
• company profiling
• policy evaluation

Stuttgart

http://www.window-to-china.de/
http://www.window-to-japan.eu/



